
COUNTY COUNCiL

OF

TALBOT COUNTY

2024 Legislative Session, Legislative Day No.: July 23, 2024

Bill No.: 1577

Introduced by: Mr. Callahan, Mr. Lesher, Mr. Stepp

AN EMERGENCY BILL TO AMEND BILL NO. 1231 FOR THE PURPOSE OF

COORDINATING THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF MARYLAND ROUTE 662C TO

FACILITATE TIMELY CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW HOSPITAL AND REGIONAL

MEDICAL CENTER BY SHORE HEALTH SYSTEM, INC. AND MINIMIZE IMPACTS

TO VEHICULAR TRAFFIC ON OCEAN GATEWAY (U.S. ROUTE 50) DURING THE

2025 SUMMER TRAVEL SEASON

By the Council: July 23, 2024

Introduced, read the first time, and ordered posted, with Public Hearing scheduled on

Tuesday, August 27, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. in the Bradley Meeting Room, South Wing, Talbot County
Courthouse, 11 North Washington Street, Easton, Maryland 21601.

By order: /L4 W 44v
Susan W. Moran, Secretary



AN EMERGENCY BILL TO AMEND BILL NO. 1231 FOR THE PURPOSE OF
COORDINATING THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF MARYLAND ROUTE 662C TO
FACILITATE TIMELY CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW HOSPITAL AND REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER BY SHORE HEALTH SYSTEM, INC. AND MINIMIZE IMPACTS
TO VEHICULAR TRAFFIC ON OCEAN GATEWAY (U.S. ROUTE 50) DURING THE
2025 SUMMER TRAVEL SEASON

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 213(b) of the Charter, the County Council of Talbot County,
Maryland (the “County Council”) is authorized to introduce and pass emergency bills affecting
public health, safety, or welfare, provided that such bills shall be plainly designated as emergency
bills and contain, after the enacting clause, a declaration stating that an emergency exists and
describing the claimed emergency in clear and specific terms; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2 13(d) of the Charter, an emergency bill may only be passed
by an affirmative vote of at least four-fifths (4/5) of the County Council; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 214 of the Charter, an emergency bill shall take effect on the
date of its passage; and

WHEREAS, Maryland Route 662C (“Md. Rt. 662C”) is a State highway owned and
maintained by the Maryland State Highway Administration (“SHA”), beginning in Easton,
Maryland, and extending in a northerly direction on the west side of Ocean Gateway (U.S. Route
50) towards the village of Longwoods in the unincorporated area of Talbot County, Maryland (the
“County”); and

WHEREAS, a certain portion of Md. Rt. 662C, described further below, traverses the
future site of a new hospital and regional medical center (the “Project”) to be constructed, owned,
and operated by Shore Health System, Inc. (“SHS”); and

WHEREAS, the Project requires the realignment of Md. Rt. 662C, construction of a new,
relocated section of Md. Rt. 662C (“Relocated Md. Rt. 662”), and the closure of the portion of the
existing Md. Rt. 662C that traverses the Project site; and

WHEREAS, Talbot County Bill No. 1231 (“Bill 1231”), enacted March 26, 2013: (1)
authorized the County to accept from SHA that portion of Md. Rt. 662C (the “Roadway”)
identified in a certain Road Transfer Agreement dated February 26, 2013, by and between the
County and SHA (the “Agreement”), a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A to Bill 1231,
following the performance of certain conditions precedent, including construction of Relocated
Md. Rt. 662C and its acceptance by SHA; (2) made findings that the Roadway would no longer be
needed for public use upon SHA’s acceptance of Relocated Md. Rt. 662C and the County’s
acquisition of the Roadway from SHA; and (3) authorized the County to close the Roadway and



convey it to SHS by quitclaim deed for no monetary consideration for use by SHS for the
construction of the Project; and

WHEREAS, as originally envisioned, construction of Relocated Md. Rt. 662C was to
occur prior to the closure of the existing Md. Rt. 662C in order to maintain continuous traffic flow
during the Project development phase; and

WHEREAS, since Bill 1231’s passage more than 11 years ago, development plans for the
Project have evolved, requiring the closure of the Roadway earlier in the construction sequence
than previously anticipated in order to keep construction of the Project on schedule; and

WHEREAS, SHS, in consultation with the County and SHA, has evaluated a range of
potential options for mitigating disruption to traffic flow along Md. Rt. 662C and mitigating
impacts to traffic flow on nearby County Roads and Ocean Gateway (U.S. Route 50); and

WHEREAS, the most feasible option for ensuring timely completion of the Project and
minimizing impacts to traffic flow is to temporarily close the Roadway from October 1, 2024, to
May 1, 2025, while simultaneously constructing Relocated Md. Rt. 662C; and

WHEREAS, the County Council desires to amend Bill 1231 to address the evolving
construction schedule for the Project as aforesaid, subject to the terms and conditions herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the County Council of Talbot County,
Maryland as follows:

Section 1. The County Council has determined that an emergency exists due to the need
to facilitate timely construction of the Project, which will produce significant benefits to the public
health, safety, and welfare through the delivery of state-of-the-art healthcare services to the Mid-
Shore region, including the County. In order for the Project to be timely constructed and to
minimize impacts to traffic flow during the 2025 summer travel season, SHA and the County must
transfer the Roadway to SHS before Relocated Md. Rt. 662C can be constructed and authorize the
temporary closure of Md. Rt. 662C from October 1, 2024, to May 1, 2025. If such transfer and
closure do not occur, substantial portions of the Project will not be able to be constructed on time.
The anticipated delay in completion would be at least eight months unless the temporary closure
occurs. To avoid such delay and deliver the full Project on time, the Roadway must be transferred
to SHS no later than October 1, 2024, and the affected portion of Md. Rt. 662C must be temporarily
closed until construction of Relocated Md. Rt. 662C can be completed, which is anticipated to
occur by May 1, 2025. SHS, in consultation with the County and SHA, has evaluated numerous
alternatives; however, the foregoing has been determined to be the only viable option to facilitate
timely completion of the Project and minimize impacts to traffic flow during the 2025 summer
travel season.



Section 2. Bill 1231 shall be, and hereby is, amended as set forth hereinbelow. Those
provisions of Bill 1231 not amended by this Bill shall remain in full force and effect; provided,
however, that in the event of a conflict between any provision in Bill 1231 and this Bill, the terms
of this Bill shall prevail.

Section 3. Passage of this Bill authorizes the County to accept the Roadway from SHA,
and to convey the Roadway to SHS upon the Effective Date of the Transfer (defined hereinbelow),
subject to the terms, conditions, and contingencies set forth in the Agreement and this Bill.

Section 4. Conveyance of the Roadway by SHA to the County shall be at no cost to the
County, by quitclaim deed approved by SHA and the County, which quitclaim deed shall include
a certified copy of this Bill as an Exhibit.

Section 5. The Effective Date of the Transfer of the Roadway from SHA to the County
shall occur upon the performance of or satisfaction of all of the following conditions precedent
(“Contingencies”):

(A) SHA approval of the closure of the Roadway (“Closure”) commencing on October
1, 2024 (“Closure Date”), and continuing until May 1, 2025 (“Temporary Closure Period”), when
construction of Relocated Md. Rt. 662C is expected to be complete;

(B) Execution of a duly approved amendment to the Road Transfer Agreement by and
between SHA and the County authorizing the Closure and transfer of the Roadway to the County
and from the County to SHS prior to the Closure Date, and prior to completion of Relocated Md.
Rt. 662; and

(C) Execution of a Road Inspection and Contribution Agreement by and between the
County and SHS, which will identify the County roads that may be used in addition to the formal
detour route on Ocean Gateway (U.S. Route 50) during the Temporary Closure Period and provide
for a contribution from SHS to the County for improvements to such roads in an amount to be
negotiated between the County and SHS and set forth in the Road Inspection and Contribution
Agreement.

Section 6. Upon satisfaction of all of the Contingencies and no later than the Closure
Date, the County shall accept the Roadway from SHA and transfer the same to SHS, and the
President of the County Council is hereby authorized to sign and execute such deeds, instruments,
and further assurances as may be requisite to accomplish the same.

Section 7. Pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Local Gov’t (“Local Gov’t”) § 10-312 and Chapter
134 (Roads Ordinance) of the Talbot County Code (“Chapter 134”), the County Council hereby
makes the following findings:



(A) The County has duly complied with the notice, hearing, and comment requirements
set forth in Local Gov’t § 10-312 and Chapter 134 pertaining to the disposition of County property
and County roads, roadways, and rights-of-way, i.e., the Roadway;

(B) Subject to satisfaction of the Contingencies set forth in Section 5 above and as of
the Closure Date, the Roadway is not needed for any present or foreseeable future public use, the
Closure is hereby approved, and the County is lawfully authorized to abandon and dispose of such
Roadway as provided herein; and

(C) The President of the County Council is authorized and directed to execute a
quitclaim deed no later than October 1, 2024, in a form approved by the Talbot County Office of
Law, conveying the County’s interest in the Roadway to SHS for no monetary consideration.

Section 8. If any provision of this Bill or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance is held invalid for any reason in a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity does
not affect other provisions or any other application of this Bill which can be given effect without
the invalid provision or application, and for this purpose the provisions of this Bill are declared
severable.

Section 9. The title and a summary of this Bill shall be published once on the first
publication date after enactment of the Bill in accordance with § 2 13(c) of the Talbot County
Charter. The title is not a substantive part of this Bill. If the Bill is amended, the title may be
administratively revised if required to conform the title to the content of the Bill as finally enacted.

Section 10. The Publishers of the Talbot County Code or the Talbot County Office of
Law, in consultation with and subject to the approval of the County Manager, shall make non-
substantive corrections to codification, style, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, spelling, and
any internal or external reference or citation that is incorrect or obsolete, with no further action
required by the County Council. All such corrections shall be adequately referenced and described
in an editor’s note following the section affected.

Section 11. The recitals hereto are not merely prefatory but are a substantive part of this
Bill.

Section 12. This Bill is not intended to, and shall not, become part of the Talbot County
Code.

Section 13. This Bill shall take effect immediately upon passage.



COUNTY COUNCIL

OF

TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND

2013 Legislative Session, Legislative Day No.: February 12, 2013

Bill No.: 1231
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Introduced by: Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Duncan, Mr. Hollis, Mr. Pack, Ms. Price

A BILL TO AUTHORIZE FUTURE ACCEPTANCE, ROAD CLOSURE, AND
TRANSFER OF A CERTAIN PORTION OF MD. RT. 662C (THE “ROADWAY”)
IDENTIFIED IN AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND AND
THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION, WHICH ROADWAY SHALL NO
LONGER BE NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE AS A STATE HIGHWAY, AND
THEREAFTER TO DONATE THE COUNTY’S INTEREST IN THE ROADWAY TO
SHORE HEALTH SYSTEM, INC., (“SHS”) FOR NO CONSIDERATION, BY
CONFIRMATORY QUIT CLAIM DEED, WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
FOR USE BY SHS IN CONJUNCTION WITH PROPERTY OTHERWISE CONVEYED
BY THE COUNTY TO SHS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW HOSPITAL AND
REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

By the Council: February 12, 2013

Introduced, read first time, ordered posted, and public hearing scheduled on Tuesday, March 12,
2013 at 2:00 p.m. at the Bradley Meeting Room, Talbot County Court House, South Wing, 11
North Washington Street, Easton, Maryland 21601.

By Order LAA M
Susan W. Moran, Secretary



A BILL TO AUTHORIZE FUTURE ACCEPTANCE, ROAD CLOSURE, AND
TRANSFER OF A CERTAIN PORTION OF MD. RT. 662C (THE “ROADWAY”)
IDENTIFIED IN AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLANI

AND THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION, WHICH ROADWAY SHALL
NO LONGER BE NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE AS A STATE HIGHWAY, AND
THEREAFTER TO DONATE THE COUNTY’S INTEREST IN THE ROADWAY TO
SHORE HEALTH SYSTEM, INC., (“SHS”) FOR NO CONSIDERATION, BY
CONFIRMATORY QUIT CLAIM DEED, WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
FOR USE BY SHS IN CONJUNCTION WITH PROPERTY OTHERWISE CONVEYED
BY THE COUNTY TO SHS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW HOSPITAL AND
REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

KEY

Boldface Heading or defined term

Underlining Added to existing law by original bill

Strikethrough Deleted from existing law by original bill

Double underlining Added to bill by amendment

Deleted from bill by amendment

Recitals

WHEREAS, Transportation Article § 8-304 Md. Ann. Code, authorizes the Maryland
Department of Transportation, State Highway Administration (“SHA”) and any political
subdivision of Maryland to agree to transfer title to a State highway or portion thereof to a
political subdivision, and the political subdivisions of Maryland are authorized to accept title to
such State highway, or portion thereof, from SHA; and,

WHEREAS, SHA and Talbot County (the “County”) desire to transfer a portion of Maryland
Route 662C from SHA to the County, subject to certain terms, conditions, and contingencies, for
the purposes set forth in a certain Road Transfer Agreement by and between SHA and the
County, which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated by reference herein, but not
made a part of this ordinance.

SECTION ONE: BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF TALBOT
COUNTY, MARYLAND, that

1. Adoption of this ordinance authorizes the County to accept from SHA that portion of
Maryland Route 662C identified in the Road Transfer Agreement (the “Roadway”), upon
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the effective date of the transfer, subject to the terms, conditions, and contingencies set
forth in the Road Transfer Agreement and this ordinance.

2. Conveyance of the Roadway by SHA to the County shall be at no cost to the County, by
deed approved by SHA and the County, which deed shall include a certified copy of this
ordinance as an Exhibit.

3. The effective date of the transfer of the Roadway to the County shall be after
performance or satisfaction of all of the following conditions precedent:

(A) Shore Health System, Inc. (“SHS”) shall have constructed or caused to be
constructed Relocated Maryland Route 662C in accordance with an Access
Permit No. 1 IAPTA0001XX issued to SHS by SHA.

(B) Relocated Maryland Route 662C shall have been constructed in compliance with
all permits, approvals, codes, plans, specifications, and other applicable
standards (collectively the ‘Highway Construction Standards??) of SHA except to
the extent that SHA shall have approved any waivers, changes, substitutions, or
other deviations.

(C) SHA shall have determined that Relocated Maryland Route 662C is substantially
complete and has been constructed in compliance with all Highway Construction
Standards except as set forth in Subparagraph 3 (B) above.

(D) SHA shall have accepted Relocated Maryland Route 662C into the State
Highway System and permanently opened Relocated Maryland Route 662C for
use by the general public as a State Roadway.

(E) SHS shall have constructed or caused to be constructed a new entrance to the
Talbot County Community Center (herein “New TCC Entrance??) in accordance
with all permits, approvals, contracts, codes, plans, specifications, and other
applicable standards (collectively the “Entrance Construction Standards”) of
County and the Town of Easton (herein the “Town”), and in accordance with
certain plans and specifications referred to or incorporated in a certain
Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreement (DRRA) that will be
processed no later than 120 days after the full execution of the Road Transfer
Agreement, except to the extent that County, as owner, and Town, as the
municipality having administrative and enforcement authority for building
ordinances, codes, and standards, shall have approved any waivers, changes,
substitutions, or other deviations.

(F) County and Town shall have determined that the New TCC Entrance has been
completed and has been constructed in compliance with all Entrance
Construction Standards.

(G) County shall have accepted the New TCC Entrance and opened the New TCC
Entrance for use by the general public for access to the Talbot County
Community Center.
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4. County will accept title to and jurisdiction over said Roadway as of the effective date of
transfer set forth in Paragraph 3 above.

5. Public purpose and terms of proposed disposition: The Road Transfer Agreement recites
that SHA acknowledges that the County does not intend to open the Roadway for use by
the general public as a County road, roadway, or highway, and that the County intends to
close the Roadway and dispose of the right-of-way upon a finding that the Roadway is
not needed for public use as a County road, roadway, or highway, and that SHA further
acknowledges it is aware that, upon conclusion of such proceedings as are required by
Article 25A § 5 (B), Md. Ann. Code or otherwise, the County intends to convey title and
possession of the right-of-way for no consideration to SHS by confirmatory quitclaim
deed, for use by SHS in conjunction with property otherwise conveyed by the County to
SHS for construction of a new Hospital and Regional Medical Center. The Roadway
shall be quitclaimed by the County to SHS “as-is,” without warranty of title, with all
faults applicable to the existing right-of-way, the existing condition of the roadway or
appurtenances, subject to outstanding claims or interests of any kind held or claimed by
third parties, if any, and subject to all existing utility easements held by third parties, if
any, and without any other warranty of any kind.

6. By the terms of the Road Transfer Agreement, the County, at its election, is authorized to
initiate proceedings immediately upon execution of said Agreement or at any time
thereafter in accordance with Article 25A § 5 (B): (A) to approve acquisition of the
Roadway from SHA subject to and contingent upon full performance or satisfaction of all
conditions precedent set forth in Paragraph 3 above, and further subject to compliance
with the terms and provisions of the Road Transfer Agreement; and, (B) to authorize the
County, either simultaneously or sequentially, to close the right-of-way in accordance
with requirements of law and thereafter to dispose of the Roadway as set forth in
Paragraph 5 above and in the Road Transfer Agreement.

7. In the event the County elects to initiate proceedings to close the Roadway prior to
SHA’s transfer of the Roadway to the County, this ordinance shall authorize the County
to transfer and convey to SHS the County’s after-acquired title to the Roadway, subject to
and contingent upon full performance or satisfaction of all conditions precedent set forth
in Paragraph 3 above, and further subject to compliance with the terms and provisions of
the Road Transfer Agreement.

8. Nothing in this ordinance shall prevent the County and SHA from amending the terms of
the Road Transfer Agreement by mutual consent, at any time and from time to time,
either before or after adoption of this ordinance, as the County and SHA may deem
necessary or expedient to fulfill or achieve the original purposes of the Agreement or to
address changed or unanticipated circumstances. Provided, however, that no such
amendment shall amend the express terms or conditions contained in this ordinance
without compliance with applicable legal requirements to either amend or modify this
ordinance or to enact a new ordinance.
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SECTION TWO: BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that if any provision of this Ordinance or the
application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid for any reason in a court of
competent jurisdiction, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or any other application of
this Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and for
this purpose the provisions of this Ordinance are declared severable.

SECTION THREE: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that the title and a summary of this
Bill shall be published once on the first publication date after enactment of the Bill in accordance
with County Charter § 213 (c). The title is not a substantive part of this Bill. If the Bill is
amended, the title may be administratively revised if required to conform the title to the content
of the Bill as finally enacted.

SECTION FOUR: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that the Publishers of the Talbot
County Code or the Talbot County Office of Law, in consultation with and subject to the
approval of the County Manager, shall make non-substantive corrections to codification, style,
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, spelling, and any internal or external reference or citation
to the Code that is incorrect or obsolete, with no further action required by the County Council.
All such colTections shall be adequately referenced and described in an editor’s note following
the section affected.

SECTION FIVE: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that the recitals are adopted and
incorporated as a substantive part of the ordinance.

SECTION SIX: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that this ordinance shall take effect
sixty (60) days from the date of its passage.
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PUBLIC HEARING

Having been posted and Notice of time, date, and place of hearing, and Title of Bill No.
1231 having been published, a public hearing was held on Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at p.m.
in the Bradley Meeting Room, South Wing, Talbot County Courthouse, 11 N. Washington
Street, Easton, Maryland 21601.

BY THE COUNCIL

Read the third time.

ENACTED: March 26, 2013

By Order W
Susan W. Moran, Secretary

Bartlett - Aye

Hollis - Aye

Pack- Aye

Price- Aye

Duncan - Aye (via absentee ballot)
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EXHIBIT “A”

ROAD TRANSFER AGREEMENT

THIS ROAD TNSFER AGREEMENT made this day of_________

201, by and between the State Highway Administration (SHA) of the Maryland Department of

Transportation, (hereinafter referred to as the “Highway Administration”), and Talbot County,

Maryland, (hereinafter referred to as the “County”).

WHEREAS, under authority contained in Transportation Article Title 8-3 04 of the

Annotated Code of Maryland, the Highway Administration is empowered to agree to transfer

title to, jurisdiction over, or responsibility for the maintenance of any State highway, or portion

thereof, to the political subdivisions of Maryland, and the political subdivisions of Maryland are

empowered to agree to accept title to, jurisdiction over, or the responsibility for the maintenance

of said State highway, or portion thereof, from the Highway Administration.

WHEREAS, the Highway Administration has agreed to transfer to the County title to and

jurisdiction over the hereinafter described section of road which was constructed by the State and

the County has agreed to accept the same, subject to the terms and conditions of this Road

Transfer Agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH, that for and in

consideration of One ($1 .00) Dollar payable by each party unto the other, the receipt and

adequacy of which is hereby acknowledged by the parties hereto, and in further consideration of

the conditions hereby set forth, the parties hereto agree as follows:



1. The Highway Administration does hereby agree to transfer unto the County, and the

County does hereby agree to accept from the Highway Administration, title to and

jurisdiction over the following described section of State Highway, hereinafter

referred to as the “Roadway”, as also shown the Exhibit attached hereto and

incorporated herein.

SHA to Talbot County, Maryland

Part of Maryland Route 662C described as follows: All that portion of existing
MD662C Longwood Road between a point west of the Relocated MD662C right
of way at Baseline of Right of Way Station 6+28.10, shown on right of way plat
no. 59003 running in a northerly direction along a tangent to intersect the
Relocated MD662C right of way at Baseline of Right of Way Station 36+21.18
shown on right of way plat no. 59005 including all of the easements associated
with the existing MD662C between these stations. Attached hereto is Exhibit 1 &
2 depicting the beginning and end point of the tangent section of existing
MD662C that shall be transferred to the County.

2. Conveyance of the Roadway is subject to the following conditions:

A. Conveyance of the Roadway by Highway Administration to County shall be
for no consideration, at no cost to the County, by deed approved by Highway
Administration and County, which deed shall include as an Exhibit a certified
copy of the Ordinance identified in Paragraph Three (3), below, and;

B. The effective date of the transfer of the Roadway to the County shall be upon
the complete approval and execution of this Agreement and after performance
or satisfaction of all of the following conditions precedent:

(1) Shore Health System, Inc. (“Shore Health System”) shall have
constructed or caused to be constructed Relocated Maryland Route
662C in accordance with an Access Permit No. 11APTAOO1XX issued
to Shore Health System by the Highway Administration;

(2) Relocated Maryland Route 662C shall have been constructed in
compliance with all permits, approvals, codes, plans, specifications,
and other applicable standards (collectively the “Highway
Construction Standards”) of Highway Administration except to the
extent that the Highway Administration shall have approved any
waivers, changes, substitutions, or other deviations;
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(3) Highway Administration shall have determined that Relocated
Maryland Route 662C is substantially complete and has been
constructed in compliance with all Highway Construction Standards
except as set forth in Subparagraph (2) above;

(4) Shore Health System shall have conveyed to Highway Administration
by deed acceptable to Highway Administration a fee simple interest in
and to the roadbed and right-of-way of Relocated Maryland Route
662C;

(5) Highway Administration shall have accepted Relocated Maryland
Route 662C into the State Highway System and permanently opened
Relocated Maryland Route 662C for use by the general public as a
State Roadway;

(6) Shore Health System shall have constructed or caused to be
constructed a new entrance to the Talbot County Community Center (
herein “New TCC Entrance”) in accordance with all permits,
approvals, contracts, codes, plans, specifications, and other applicable
standards (collectively the “Entrance Construction Standards”) of
County and the Town of Easton (herein the “Town”), and in
accordance with certain plans, and specifications referred to or
incorporated in a certain Development Rights and Responsibilities
Agreement (DRRA) that will be processed no later than 120 days after
the full execution of the Road Transfer Agreement except to the extent
that County, as owner, and Town, as the municipality, having
administrative and enforcement authority for building ordinances,
codes, and standards, shall have approved any waivers, changes,
substitutions, or other deviations;

(7) County and Town shall have determined that the New TCC Entrance
has been completed and has been constructed in compliance with all
Entrance Construction Standards;

(8) County shall have accepted the New TCC Entrance and opened the
New TCC Entrance for use by the general public for access to the
Talbot County Community Center.

C. Subject to action by the County to close and dispose of the Roadway as set
forth below in Paragraphs 4 through 6, inclusive, the Roadway will not be
included in the County road inventory and the basis for allocations of funds to
the County will not include the Roadway.

D. Transfer of the Roadway to the County is made on an “as-is” basis, including
the existing right-of-way, the existing condition of the roadway and all
appurtenances.
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E. County will accept title to and jurisdiction over said Roadway as of the
effective date of transfer set forth in Paragraph 2 (B) above.

3. The Highway Administration will hereafter prepare a quit-claim deed conveying

the title to the right-of-way in and to the Roadway to the County, subject to the

approval of the Board of Public Works of Maryland. A copy of the deed, plat, and

this Road Transfer Agreement will be presented to the County for review and

approval, which approval shall be evidenced by a duly adopted County Ordinance,

with the understanding that the Highway Administration will execute and record

the deed upon Highway Administration’s determination that conditions precedent

in Paragraphs 2 B. (1) through (5), above have been fully performed in accordance

with their terms to Highway Administration’s reasonable determination

(“Highway Administration Determination”) and upon approval by the Maryland

Board of Public Works, and upon written notification by County to Highway

Administration that conditions precedent in Paragraphs 2 B. (6) through (8)

have been fully performed in accordance with their terms to County’s reasonable

satisfaction (“County Notification”). Highway Administration will execute and

record the deed within thirty (30) business days after the later of the Highway

Administration Determination or County Notification.

4. Highway Administration acknowledges that the Roadway transfer to the County is for a

valid public purpose of the County in connection with Shore Health System’s

relocation and construction of a new Hospital and Regional Medical Center.

Highway Administration acknowledges that County intends to initiate proceedings

to close the Roadway and dispose of the right-of-way in furtherance of the public
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purposes of the County in accordance with the requirements of Article 25A § 5

(B), Md. Ann. Code and other applicable legal requirements.

5. Highway Administration acknowledges that the County does not intend to open the

Roadway for use by the general public as a County road, roadway, or highway, and

that the County intends to close the R oadway and dispose ofthe right-of-way upon

a finding that the Roadway is not needed for public use as a County road, roadway, or

highway. Highway Administration further acknowledges it is aware that, upon

conclusion of such proceedings as are required by Article 25A § 5 (B), Md. Ann. Code

or otherwise, the County intends to convey title and possession of the right-of-way

for no consideration to Shore Health System by confirmatory quitclaim deed, for use by

Shore Health System in conjunction with property otherwise conveyed by the County to

Shore Health System for construction of the new Hospital and Regional Medical

Center. The Roadway shall be quitclaimed by the County to Shore Health System “as

is”, without warranty of title, with all faults applicable to the existing right-of- way,

the existing condition of the roadway or any appurtenances, subject to outstanding

claims or interests of any kind held or claimed by third parties, if any, and subject

to all existing utility easements held by third parties, if any, and without any

other warranty of any kind.

6. Highway Administration acknowledges that County may elect to initiate

proceedings immediately upon execution of this Road Transfer Agreement, or at any

time thereafter, in accordance with Article 25A § 5 (B), Md. Ann. Code or otherwise,

to authorize the County to: (A) approve acquisition of the Roadway from Highway

Administration subject to and contingent upon full performance or satisfaction of all
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conditions precedent set forth in Paragraph 2, above, and further subject to compliance

with the terms and provisions of this Road Transfer Agreement, and (B) to authorize

the County, either simultaneously or sequentially, to close the right-of-way in

accordance with requirements of law and thereafter to dispose of the Roadway as set

forth in Paragraph 5, above. Highway A dminist ration further acknowledges that

County may initiate such proceedings at any time, either prior to Highway

Administration’s transfer of the Roadway to the County, in which case the

Ordinance shall authorize the County’s transfer and conveyance of after-acquired title,

or at any time after said transfer by I-Iighway Administration to the County, in either

event subject to and contingent upon full p erformance or satisfaction of all of

conditions precedent set forth in Paragraph 2, above, and further subject to compliance

with the terms and provisions of this Road Transfer Agreement.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to be executed

by their proper officers thereunto duly authorized the day and year first written.

Date:_____________

THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

By.
Grego L r, Director,
Offi eof Planning
and Preliminary Engineering

Date:

RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL

Jaijnes E. Franklin, Chief
\ybperty Asset Management

Approved as to4
dayof

and legal sufficiency this
20

JanetusIi’I-iandy, Asiance7Vtmey
Attorney General OfiCé
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TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Signature Page

ATTEST: TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND

4?A,t J By:

Witness irck K. Bartlett, President

Talbot County Council

Date: Ftbi’i.M&j i4 20

Approved as to form ajl legal sufficiency

this I ! day of 7YJ , 2Oj

Legal Counsel for Talbot County, Maryland
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PUBLIC HEARING

Having been posted and Notice, Time, and Place of Hearing and Title of Bill No.

______

having been published, a public hearing was held on

____________,

20 at p.m. in the
Bradley Meeting Room, South Wing, Talbot County Courthouse, 11 N. Washington Street,
Easton, Maryland.

BY THE COUNCIL

Read the second time:

Passed:

By Order:

__________________________

Susan W. Moran, Secretary

Callahan

Stepp

Lesher

Mielke

Haythe

Effective:


